
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9260 October 7, 2003
the debt? Yet, every American knows 
that when your Visa bill gets too high, 
you are starting to indulge in too 
many things you cannot afford. To the 
average American family, getting a 
hold on our finances means making pri-
orities and tough decisions. Yet, no 
family forced to cut back on spending 
would neglect to feed their children in 
order to pay for a Las Vegas vacation. 

Similarly, we should not be cutting 
crucial government services to pay for 
an inflated tax cut. 

Mr. Speaker, as we enter this new fis-
cal year, I hope my colleagues will 
learn from the fiscal follies of the past. 
And I hope we can collectively make a 
New Year’s resolution to put the Fed-
eral Government’s priorities in order, 
tighten our belts, and get our fiscal 
houses in order for the sake of our 
country, but more importantly, for the 
American people.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PENCE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

HONORING MILLIE O’NEILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
FRANK) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANK. Mr. Speaker, sometimes 
the cliches come true. I thought about 
that when I got a phone call last night 
telling me the death of Millie O’Neill. I 
was profoundly sorry. 

She was an extraordinary woman of 
warmth and strength and humor, a 
genuine believer in and participant in 
this American political system through 
the real partnership she had with her 
husband, the late Speaker Tip O’Neill. 

All of the cliches we summon up 
about the partnership of marriage, 
about a woman who could combine 
toughness when it was appropriate 
with gentleness at other times, all of 
those Millie O’Neill exemplified. 

I had a great privilege when I came 
here in 1981 as a Member of the House 
from Massachusetts. I became, particu-
larly as a Massachusetts Member, but 
not only those of us from Massachu-
setts, a member of that extended fam-
ily that the O’Neills presided over. I 
had known other members, Tom 
O’Neill, the oldest son who was a legis-
lative classmate of myself, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY), the gentleman from Massachu-
setts (Mr. DELAHUNT), and a former 
member, Mr. Donnelly, we were all 
elected to the legislature that same 
year, and so we came to know each 
other then. 

I got to know over the over the years 
other members of that family, the 
O’Neills’ son, Kip, the daughters, Susan 
and Rosemary, the son, Michael, who 
sadly passed away a few years ago. And 

I interacted with them and did a lot of 
work together with them. 

Millie O’Neill was not always a pres-
ence here. She came down when her 
husband became the Speaker, but once 
she did, she became a vital part of this 
city. I was privileged as a Massachu-
setts Member from time to time to be 
at the events where we were cele-
brating any number of holidays or 
other important political functions. 
Sometimes you go to those things re-
luctantly. Sometimes you finish a day 
here and just want to go home. But, 
Mr. Speaker, when you knew that Tip 
and Millie O’Neill were going to be at 
an event, then you wanted to go be-
cause you knew it would be suffused 
with laughter and warmth and all of 
the best things about people coming to-
gether. Because separately Millie 
O’Neill and Tip O’Neill were wonderful 
people of strength and of great com-
mitment; together there was a syn-
ergy. They brought out in each other 
the best of the best.
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They enjoyed each other’s company, 
and they made it impossible to be in 
their company and not to share in that 
enjoyment. 

When we mourn, Mr. Speaker, we 
mourn for the person who has passed 
away. We mourn also for ourselves. We 
mourn for our lost memories, for the 
good times we once had and will not 
have again; and as I said when I 
learned of the death of Millie O’Neill, I 
was profoundly saddened by the pass-
ing of that wonderful woman, and I was 
also saddened myself to realize that 
never again would I be in her company, 
never again would I be one of the bene-
ficiaries of what she radiated. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the 
chance to come say to Tom and Kip 
and Rosemary and Susan how sorry I 
am; but I am confident that very soon, 
having had the privilege to be the chil-
dren of that wonderful woman, that the 
very, very good memories of their 
mother, just as they have of their fa-
ther, will crowd out the pain. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks on this Special Order in 
commemoration of Millie O’Neill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MURPHY). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Massachu-
setts? 

There was no objection.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. NEAL) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
TIERNEY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. TIERNEY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
LYNCH) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. LYNCH addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

TRIBUTE TO MILLIE O’NEILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, Millie and 
Tip O’Neill were members of the Studs 
Terkel generation. They were Demo-
crats because they saw the Democratic 
Party as a vehicle to help the common 
people of this country. They were 
Democrats who accepted human na-
ture. They did not try to change peo-
ple. They simply tried to appeal to 
their better natures. They just did not 
appeal to their common sense. They 
appealed to their sense of common jus-
tice. 

Millie loved her man. She knew her 
man. She knew he was a strong man, 
but she also knew that he could be 
even stronger buttressed by love, and 
she gave of it fully. Millie would make 
every congressional spouse feel like she 
or he were welcome as family. They 
were two strong and good people who 
made their community and their coun-
try better for everybody. 

In my view, Tip O’Neill’s finest hour 
as a defender of this institution outside 
of the Watergate era came on a day 
after the regular order of business was 
done, just like today. Only in those 
days, during this period known as Spe-
cial Order, the camera did not pan the 
Chamber. The camera simply focused 
closely on the person speaking in the 
well; and on one famous occasion, a 
young Newt Gingrich, later to become 
Speaker, took the well of the House 
and began a speech attacking Members 
on this side of the aisle, and with the 
camera close upon him, he challenged 
Members who were not there, but the 
camera gave the appearance that the 
Chamber was full. Mr. Gingrich chal-
lenged Members in an empty Chamber 
to answer him if his allegations were 
wrong. 

Tip felt that that was a fundamental 
misleading of the American people. So 
he rushed to the House floor and told 
Mr. Gingrich what he thought of that 
kind of conduct. In my view, what he 
said may have been a technical viola-
tion of the rules; but in my view and in 
Millie’s view, it should not have been, 
because in Tip’s view and in her view 
and in the views of many of us, we 
thought that what Tip was saying was 
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